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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 



:iaim 1. 



(Currently amended) A merchandise transaction method on o n-^liiic shopping 



n an on-line shopping system, comprising: 

a fii ' s t step in which an intermediary receiving r e c e iv e s information about an 
electronic mall keeper to which a user desires transaction, information about commodities to 
>e purchased by said user, and a packet and executing executes an order and payment of 
commodities to an electronic mall keeper in behalf of said user; and 

a sec o nd s t ep in wliich said intermediary receiving re c e ive s a secret decryption key for 
said packet transmitted from said user in exchange of said commodities and then obtaining 
jbtains a credit card number of said user by deciphering the packet cipher. 



in an on-line shopping system, comprising: 

at a first transaction between a user which desires to purchase commodities and an 
Intermediary, a fi r s t s te p in which an intermediary receiving receives information about an 
slectronic mall keeper to which said user desires transaction, information about commodities 
to be purchased by said user, and a packet and executing executes an order and payment of 
sommodities to an electronic mall keeper in behalf of said user; 

a sec o nd step in which said intermediary receiving r eceives a secret decryption key for 
said packet transmitted from said user in exchange of said commodities and then obtaining 
5btaiits a credit card number of said user by deciphering the packet cipher; 

a third step in wliich said intermediary recording records a credit card number of said 
iser acquired through decryption of said packet; 



A 




Claim 2. 



(Currently amended) A merchandise transaction method o n on"line shopping 
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at the second or later transaction between said user which desires to purchase 
commodities and said intermediary, a fouiiJi step in which said intermediary receiving 
r e ceives information about an electronic mall keeper to which said user desires transaction 
md information about conmiodities to be purchased by said user and then executing executes 
an order and payment of said commodities to an electronic mall keeper in behalf of said user; 
and 

a fiftli s t ep in which said intermediary acquiring acquii - cs a credit card number of said 
Liser based on the intermediary recording record in said tliii ' d step . 



a us e r m e rchandise ordering st ep in which a user ordering orders commodities by 
transmitting information about a desired electronic mall keeper and information about 
[commodities to be purchased to an intermediary; 

a p acket t r ansmission s t ep in whic h said user transmitting transmits a packet regarding 
the merchandise order in the previous step to said intermediary; 

an intcnncdiaiy machandisc ordering s te p in wliicli said intermediary ordering orders 
commodities by specifying itself as a merchandise shipping destination to said electronic mall 
<:eeper, based on the information received said packet in tlic pieyi c nis st e p ; 

a credi t cai - d number notificatiun step m which said intermediary notifying n o tifies said 
electronic mall keeper of a credit card number of said intermediary; 

an elccti - onic mall keeper nieichaudise shippmg step in whidi said electronic mall keeper 
shipping ships said commodities to said intermediary; 




Claim 3. 



shopping system, comprising: 



(Currently amended) A merchandise transaction method in an on-line 
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ail mtcimc d iary me r chandise sliippmgstcp La wliich s aid intermediary shipping ships said 
commodities to said user; 

a secre t deciyp t ion key transmissi o n step in which said user transmitting transmits a 
secret decryption key for said packet to said intermediary, in exchange of the commodities 
received from said intermediary in the previous step ; and 

a cash and c o mmissi o n receiving s te p in which said intermediary acquiring acquire s a 
credit card number by deciphering the previously received packet cipher with the secret 
decryption key from said user acqui r ed in the p r ecious step; and 




said intermediary receiving then r eceives a cash and commission of the commodities with 
the credit card number. 



Claims 4. (Currently amended) A merchandise transaction method o n o n-line sh o p p ing in 
an on-line shopping system, comprising: 

a tr ansac t i o n^c o unt decision step of deciding whether or not a transaction between a user 
which wants to purchase a commodity and an intermediary is for the first time; 

a user merchandise oidciiiig step in which said user ordering orders the commodity by 
transmitting information about an electronic mall keeper desired by said user and information 
about a commodity to be purchased to said intermediary when it is decided that the 
transaction between said user and said intermediary is for the first time in the previou s ste p; 

an uitermediaiy merchandise o r de r ing step in wliich said intermediary ordering ord e rs 
the commodity by specifying itself as a merchandise shipping destination to an electronic 
mall keeper, based on the sets of information received in the previous st e p ; 

a credit card number notificati o n step m which said intermediary notifying n ot ifies the 
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credit card number of said intermediary to said electronic mail keeper at the first transaction 
between the user and the intermediary; 

an electr o mc mall merchandise sliipping step in which said electronic mall keeper 
shipping ships said commodity to said intermediary at the fu ' s t s t ep between said user and 
said intermediary; 

an mterm e diaiy me r chandise diipping step in which said intermediary shipping ships 
said commodity to said user at the first step between said user and said intermediaiy; 

a s e c r et dec r y p tion key ti ' ansmissi o n step in -which said user transmitting transmits 
said secret decryption key for the packet to said intermediary, in exchange of the commodity 
received in the p r evious step ; 

a cash and commission rcc e ivmg step in which said intermediary acquiring acquires 
the credit card niunber by deciphering the cipher of said packet received in the previ o us step 
with the secret decryption key acquii - ed in the p r evious step and tlien rec e iv e s 

said intermediary receiving a cash and commission for said commodity with said 
credit card number; 

a credi t card numb e r r ec or ding st e p in which said intermediary recording r eco r ds 
corresponding information for the purpose of the second or later transaction to said user, said 
corresponding information being used to uniquely identify said user with the credit card 
number of said user o btained in die previous step ; 

a second or later t ransacti o n user merchandise ordering - ste p in which said user 
ordering o rders the commodity by transmitting information about a desired electronic mall 
keeper and information about a desired commodity to said intermediary when it is decided 
that a transaction between the user and the intermediary is the second time or later in tlie 
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a sec o iid ui letter ti ' aiisacti o ii inteimediaiy merchandise o rdcrmg step in which said 
utermediary ordering orders said commodity by specifying said user as a merchandise 
ihipping destination to said electronic mall keeper , based on the information received in the 
previous step ; 



McGlnn&Gibb,PLLC 



a sec o nd o r la t er transacti o n credi t cai ' d number n o tificati o n step in which said 
intermediary notifying n o tifies the credit card nimiber of said intermediary to said 
electronic mall keeper at the second or later transaction between the user and the 
intermediary; 

a second and later transaction el e ct r onic mall keeper merehandise shipping st e p in 
wliich said electronic mall keeper shipping ships said commodity to said user at the second or 
ater transaction between said user and said intermediary; 

a me r chandise arrival notification step in which said user, which has received said 
commodity in the previous step , notifying n o tifies said intermediary of arrival of said 
commodity; and 

a second o r later transac t i o n cash and conmiission receiving s t ep in which said 
intermediary receiving r eceives a cash and cormnission of said commodity with the credit 
card number of said user r eco r ded in t he previous step at the second or later transaction 
between said user and said intermediary. 

Claim 5. (Currently amended) An intermediary information processing system which 
intermediates between a user and an electronic mall keeper in an on-line shopping system, 
comprising! 
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a merchandise order receiver for receiving an order of a commodity from a user, said 
:ommodity order including information about a desired electronic mall keeper and 
information about a commodity to be purchased; 

a packet receiver for receiving a packet transmitted by said user in the merchandise 
order by said merchandise m e rchandize order receiver; 

a merchandise merchandize order transmitter for ordering said commodity by 
specifying said ^ intermediary as a merchandise shipping destination to said electronic small 
keeper, based on information received by said merchandise order receiver; 

a credit card number notifier for notifying said electronic mall keeper of the credit 
card number of said intermediary to pay for a merchandise order by said merchandise order 
transmitter; 

a merchandise me r chandize receiver for receiving the commodity shipped by said 
electronic mall keeper; 

a merchandise merchandize shipper for shipping the commodity received by said 
merchandise receiver to said user; 

a secret decryption key receiver for receiving a secret decryption key transmitted from 
said user, in exchange of reception of the commodity; and 

a cash/commission receiver for acquiring a credit card number by deciphering the 
packet cipher with the secret decryption key received by said secret decryption key receiver 
and then receiving a cash and commission of the commodity with the credit card number. 

Claim 6. (Currently amended) An intermediary information processing system which 
intermediates between a user and an electronic mall keeper in an on-line shopping system. 
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a transaction-count decider for deciding whether omot a transaction to a user which 
svants to purchase a commodity is for the first time; 

a merchandise order receiver for receiving an order of a commodity from a user, said 
:ommodity order including information about a desired electronic mall keeper and 
information about a commodity to be purchased; 

a packet receiver for receiving a packet transmitted by said user in the merchandise 
order by said merchandise m e rchandize order receiver when said transaction-count decider 
decides that the transaction to said user is for the first time; 

a merchandise m e rchandiz e order transmitter for ordering said conmiodity to said 
electronic mall keeper, based on information received by said merchandise order receiver, by 
specifying said intermediary as a merchandise shipping destination when said transaction- 
count decider decides that the transaction to said user is for the first time or by specifying said 
user as a merchandise shipping destination when said transaction-coimt decider decides that 
the transaction to said user is not for the first time; 

a credit card number notifier for notifying said electronic mall keeper of the credit 
card number of said intermediary to pay for a merchandise order by 
said merchandise order transmitter; 

a merchandise me r chandize receiver for receiving the commodity shipped by said 
electronic mall keeper, with said intermediary as a merchandise shipping destination; 

a merchandise me r chandize shipper for shipping the commodity received by said 
merchandise receiver to said user; 

a secret decryption key receiver for receiving a secret decryption key transmitted fi"om 
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said user, in exchange of reception of the commodity when said transaction-count decider 
lecides that the transaction to said user is for the first time; 

an initial cash/commission receiver for acquiring a credit card number by deciphering 
he packet cipher with the secret decryption key received by said secret decryption key 
receiver and then receiving a cash and commission of the commodity with the credit card 
number; 

a credit card number recorder for recording corresponding information to pay for the 
second or later transaction to said user when said transaction count decider decides that the 
transaction to said user is for the first time, said corresponding information being used to 
A uniquely identify said user with the credit card number of said user acquired by said initial 

/ . 1^ cash/commission receiver; 

[ l\ a merchandise arrival notification receiver for receiving notification of arrival of the 

commodity dispatched fi:om said electronic mall keeper to said user when said transaction 
count decider decides that the transaction to said user is not for the first time; and 

a second or later transaction cash/commission receiver for receiving a cash and 
commission for the commodity with the credit card number of said user recorded by said 
credit card number recorder when said transaction count decider decides that the transaction 
to said user is not for the first time. 

Claim 7. (Currently amended) A recording medium on which a program is recorded, 
wherein said program realizes an intermediary information processing system which 
intermediates between a user and an electronic mall keeper in an on-Une shopping system as 
fiinctions including: 
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a merchandise order receiver for receiving an order of a commodity from a user, said 
commodity order including information about a desired electronic mall keeper and 
information about a commodity to be purchased; 

a packet receiver for receiving a packet transmitted by said user in the commodity 
3rder by said merchandise merchandize order receiver; 

a merchandise merchandize order transmitter for ordering said commodity by 
specifying said intermediary as a merchandise shipping destination to said electronic mall 
keeper, based on information received by said merchandise order receiver; 

a credit card number notifier for notifying said electronic mall keeper of the credit 
card number of said intermediary to pay for the commodity order by said merchandise order 
transmitter; 

a merchandise merchandize receiver for receiving the commodity shipped by said 
electronic mall keeper; 

a merchandise merchandize shipper for shipping the commodity received by said 
merchandise receiver to said user which ordered said commodity; 

a secret decryption key receiver for receiving said secret decryption key transmitted 
from said user, in exchange of reception of the commodity; and 

a cash/commission receiver for acquiring a credit card nimiber by deciphering the 
packet cipher with the secret decryption key received by said secret decryption key receiver 
and then receiving a cash and commission for the commodity with the credit card number. 



Claim 8. (Currently amended) A recording medium on which a program is recorded, 
wherein said program reaUzes an intermediary information processing system which 
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ntermediates between a user and an electronic mall keeper in an on-line shopping system as 
\mctions including: 

a transaction-count decider for deciding whether omot a transaction to a user which 
wants to purchase a conmiodity is for the first time; 

a merchandise order receiver for receiving an order of a commodity from a user, said 
::ommodity order including information about a desired electronic mall keeper and 
information about a commodity to be purchased; 

a packet receiver for receiving a packet transmitted by said user in the merchandise 
order by said merchandise m e rchaadize order receiver when said transaction-count decider 
decides that the transaction to said user is for the first time; 

a merchandise merchandize order transmitter for ordering said commodity to said 
electronic mall keeper, based on information received by said merchandise order receiver, by 
specifying said intermediary as a merchandise shipping destination when said transaction- 
count decider decides that the transaction to said user is for the first time or by specifying said 
user as a merchandise shipping destination when said transaction-count decider decides that 
the transaction to said user is not for the first time; 

a credit card number notifier for notifying said electronic mall keeper of the credit 
card number of said intermediary to pay for a merchandise order by said merchandise order 
transmitter; 

a merchandise merchandize receiver for receiving the commodity shipped by said 
electronic mall keeper, with said intermediary as a merchandise shipping destination; 

a merchandise me r c h andi ze shipper for shipping the commodity received by said 
merchandise receiver to said user which ordered said commodity; 
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a secret decryption key receiver for receiving said secret decryption key transmitted 
Tom said user, in exchange of reception of the commodity when said transaction-count 
iecider decides that the transaction to said user is for the first time; 

an initial cash/commission receiver for acquiring a credit card number by deciphering 
the packet cipher with the secret decryption key received by said secret decryption key 
receiver and then receiving a cash and commission of the commodity with the credit card 
aumber; 

a credit card number recorder for recording corresponding information for the purpose 
of the second or later transaction when said transaction count decider decides that the 
transaction to said user is for the first time, said corresponding information being used to 
uniquely identify said user with the credit card number of said user acquired by said initial 
cash/commission receiver; 

a merchandise arrival notification receiver for receiving notification of arrival of the 
commodity dispatched fi-om said electronic mall keeper to said user when said transaction- 
count decider decides that the transaction to said user is not for the first time; and 

a second or later transaction cash/commission receiver for receiving a cash and 
commission for the commodity with the credit card nxunber of said user recorded by said 
credit card number recorder when said transaction-count decider decides that the transaction 
to said user is not for the first time. 

Claim 9. (Currently amended) A recording medium on which a control program is 
stored, wherein said control program controls an information processing system of an 
intermediary which intermediates between a user and an electronic mall keeper in an on-line 
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hopping system, said control program making said information processing device execute 
he following ste p s o f : 

receiving a merchandise order including information about a desired electronic mall 
ceeper and information about an item to be purchased from a user; 

• receiving a packet transmitted from said user in said merchandise order; 
ordering an item by specifying an intermediary as a merchandise shipping destination 
;o said electronic mall keeper, based on the information about said merchandise order; 

notifying said electronic mall keeper of a credit card number of said intermediary to 
3ay for said merchandise order; 

receiving a secret decryption key transmitted from said user, in exchange of the 
ordered item; and 

acquiring the credit card number by deciphering the packet cipher with the secret 
decryption key and then receiving a cash and commission of said item with the credit card 
number. 

Claim 10. (Currently amended) A recording medium on which a control program is 
stored, wherein said control program controls an information processing system of an 
intermediary which intermediates between a user and an electronic mall keeper in an on-line 
shopping system, said control program making said information processing device execute 
the following steps o f : 

deciding whether or n o t a transaction to a user which wants to purchase an item is for 
the first time; 

receiving a merchandise order from a user, said merchandise order including 
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nformation about a desired electronic mall keeper and information about an item to be 
)urchased; 

receiving a packet transmitted by said user in the merchandise order when it is 
iecided that the transaction to said user is for the first time; 

ordering said item to said electronic mall keeper, based on information about said 
received merchandise order, by specifying said intermediary as a merchandise shipping 
destination when it is decided that the transaction to said user is for the first time or by 
specifying said user as a merchandise shipping destination when it is decided that the 
transaction to said user is not for the first time; 

notifying said electronic mall keeper of the credit card number of said intennediary to 
pay for said merchandise order; 



receiving a secret decryption key transmitted from said user, in exchange of reception of 
the item when it is decided that the transaction to said user is for the first time; 



acquiring a credit card number by deciphering the packet cipher with the received 
secret decryption key and then receiving a cash and commission for the item in the first 
transaction with the credit card number; 

recording corresponding information for the second or later transaction to said user 
when it is decided that the transaction to said user is for the first time, said corresponding 
information being used to uniquely identify said user with the credit card number of said user 
acquired in said first transaction; 

receiving notification of arrival of the item dispatched from said electronic mall 
keeper to said user when it is decided that the transaction to said user is not for the first time; 
and 
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receiving a cash and commission for the item with the recorded credit card nmnber of 
aid user when it is decided that the transaction to said user is not for the first time. 

:iaim 1 1 . (New) The method of claim 1 , further comprising shipping said commodities 
from said electronic mall keeper to said user before receiving said secret decryption key. 

2\mm 12. (New) The method of claim 1, further comprising shipping said commodities 
from said electronic mall keeper to said intermediary and shipping said commodities from 
said intermediary to said user before receiving said secret decryption key. 

Claim 13. (New) The method of claim 1, further comprising said intermediary recording 
said credit card number. 

Claim 14. (New) The method of claim 13, further comprising: 

determining whether said transaction is a second transaction from said user; 
skipping receiving said receiving said secret decryption key; and 
reading said recorded credit card number. 

Claim 15. (New) The method of claim 14, further comprising receiving a notification 
fi-om said user of receipt of said commodities before reading said recorded credit card 
number. 

Claim 16. (New) The method of claim 1, wherein said intermediary executes an order 
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ind payment of commodities on behalf of the user comprises ordering said commodities from 
iaid electronic mall keeper. 

Zlaira 17. (New) The method of claim 16, wherein said intermediary executes an order 
md payment of commodities on behalf of the user, the method further comprising notifying a 
:redit card number of said intermediary to said electronic mall keeper. 

Claim 1 8. (New) The method of claim 16, wherein said intermediary executes an order 
and payment of commodities on behalf of the user, the method further comprising receiving 
said commodities from said electronic mall keeper and shipping said commodities to said 
user. 

Claim 19. (New) The method of claim 2, further comprising shipping said commodities 
from said electronic mall keeper to said user before receiving said secret decryption key. 



Claim 20. (New) The method of claim 2, fiirther comprising shipping said commodities 
from said electronic mall keeper to said intermediary and shipping said commodities from 
said intermediary to said user before receiving said secret decryption key. 
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